	NHS
	1 V 4
	BLACKSMITHS

	SCORER 
	73’
	PATON      5’, 47’

MUNRO     17’

FAWNBAN 25’
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  Blacksmiths kept up their good form to keep hot on the heels of league leaders, Hilton, to make it 5 straight wins in all competitions.
  Blacksmiths were in no mood for a repeat of the division 3 cup semi final between the teams a week ago, NHS forcing extra time in that game.  It took only 5 minutes for Blacksmiths to open the scoring.  A great, long, searching pass from Martin was brought under control from the knee of Paton who skipped passed 3 defenders to drill the ball across the keeper and into the net.  Blacksmiths didn’t relent and quickly went on the search of a 2nd.  12 minutes later cooper played a defence splitting pass for Munro to beat the offside trap and calmly slot the ball past the NHS keeper to make it 2 – 0.  The chances were coming thick and fast, most of which coming from Paton, on the left, who had the measure of his marker, beating him time and time again. After 25 minutes it was 3 – 0. Fawnban collected the ball on the edge of the box, duly turned the NHS defence inside out and fired an unstoppable shot into the top corner, a well taken individual goal in an otherwise disappointing performance.  The game was all but over at this point and the half finished without a clear shot on goal for NHS.
  It took only 2 minutes from the restart for Blacksmiths to add to their lead.  The Ball broke left for Paton, who once again went past his marker as if he wasn’t there, drove into the box and smashed a shot high into the net from the edge of the 6 yard box.  Blacksmiths took their foot of the gas and were punished on 73 minutes.  The NHS player picked the ball up outside the 18 yard box and hit a week effort, which walker palmed into his own net for only the 2nd league goal Blacksmiths have conceded this season.  10 minutes later it should have been 5 – 1.  Fawnban was 1 on 1 with the NHS keeper, he dragged the ball round him only to be tripped just outside the box.  The NHS keeper can count himself very lucky to stay on the park.  Cooper struck the resulting free kick into the wall and that would be the last chance of the match.
  Blacksmiths are in fine form and remain 1 of only 3 teams unbeaten in league competition.  Once again it was a great team display but Blacksmiths may be disappointed not to have scored more goals.  Man of the match goes to Paton who played a blinder on the left and was unlucky not to get his hatrick.  Cooper and Martin bossed the midfield as usual.  Doig, Walker, Lonnen and Macrae were immense at the back, it’s clear to see why they are the best defence in the league.

  Basement boys North Kessock will provide the opposition next week but will be hungry to get some points on the board and are not to be underestimated.  With a full squad to choose from McCulloch will have a few selection nightmares as everyone is playing for their cup final place.
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